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To the True-Lover of Vertue and . 


Learning, Joha Pearice Eſquire, 


Fohs D aſbficltwiſheth all Happineſle. 


SIR, 

5 N thetiewef theſe Lieoding times 1 am bold to pre- 
{ent unto you A Comemplation of Mans Morta- 
itic - 4 ſubjeft rudeed really intended ngon the death 

of your moſt Valiant and undzunted Kinſman M ajor 

William Pigchard (:e worlds valour) who ( of all 

men) choſe me for his Miſter at his execution, and 1 

an lew of his approbation, preſane to preſent this wnto 

you, aud the rett of his friends and kindred, 

And 41 Heannth when ſhe hadpreſented her young Sou 
Samue|! aro the Lord, did makebim a lettle coat ; So 
bave / gut this my little childe :uto 4 new £048, 61d ans : 
bold to preſent it © your Noble Pavour for proteflion, 
Feachſafe therefore to take it by theband, and I deubt 
zet but tbe Ephramite ſhall be heard here to ſpeake 4s 
plain as the ſmanth-tongur! Canranite:and ſo 1 pray God 
. :0 bleſie your perſon and afaives here that you may be kept 
blameleſſe unto the comming of our Lord leſus Chra FF, 
<A nd this hall ever bs theprayer of him, that is 


Outa - Yoursinall Ch:iftian 5's 
ſervice, 
Nec Leges metuunt Tabu Daſhpeld. 


Meftaque vitrici Iura ſob ene tacent, 


EO AAANANARY 
The Contemplation of Mans 


MORTALTITIE. 
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Eccle. the 7 chap, Recordare noviſfima, . > 
part of the 36 ver. 0 Remember thy exd, C 


dag Tt is the general] opinion of the beſt 
N VVricers, perfefr imam Vitam e/fe con- 
tinuam mortis meditationem, that the 
WC & moſt perfe& life is acontinuall medi- 
5M tation of death, Chryſoftome expontd- 
ing that place of Saint Luke, Out walt wenive poſt me, 
He that will follow me, ſaith, That Chriſt command- 
eth us not to beare apon our backs that heavie burthen 
of the Woodden Croffe,but that we ſhould alwayes 
ſer our death before our eyes, making that of Saint 
Paul to be mans Motto, 2wetidre morior, | die daily. 
in the ſecond of the K:ngs jt is recounted,that the 
holy King Fo/tas did clenfethe people from their Al- 
rars, their Groves, and High Places, where innume- 
rableldolatries diddaily increaſe: to smeng which ill, 
he placed there, intheir ſtead, Bones, Sculls,, and che 
aſhes of dead men - Whoſe: judgement hettiy wis 
very diſcreet ; for from mans forgerring of his begin- 
ning and his end, ariſe his Idolatries: and fo reviving 
by thoſe Bones the remembrance of what they were 
' *bererofore, and what they ſhall be hereatrer, hee did 
'make them amend that fault , and reduced thetn from 
their errours. " COPWN 9 Hat, 
© Godcrearted manof the baſeſt matter,of very Juſt: 
but chis duſt being —_— by Gods own hand, »nd 
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p The contemplation of | 
inſpiring-it with, ſo auch wiſdome, counſell, 2nd 
prudence, Tertuliancalls it cirs Divini ingenii: bur 
man growing proud hereupon, and hoping to be a 
god himſelf, God doomed him to death, and wrap» 
ped bim again indurty ſwadling clours, with this in- 
{cription, Pulvises, Duſt thou arr, and*to duftthou 
fhalr return. 
 _Adamdid not without ſome myſtery cloath him- 
ſelfwith green leaves ; for (as Saint Ambroſe hath 
noted it) he gave as it were therein a figne and token 
of his v2in and fooliſh hopes. (Ss .. 

'When God revealed to Nebauchadnezzar how 

little a while his Empire was t9 laſt, he ſhewed him 

a ſtatue of divers metalls, the head gold, the breft 
ſilver, the bellic drafle;the legges iron,t he feeer clay; - 

++» andit ſeemsalittle ſtone deſcended from the moun- 

tain, lightning on the fect, daſhed the ſtatue in pie- 
ces. But inſtead of taking this as a fore-warning of his 
end, and to have it ſtil] before his cyes, he made ano- 
ther ſtatue of gold from rop totoe, which is held to 
be a durable and laſting metall : ſo that the more 
God ou tg diſdeceive him,the more was he decei- 
.ved with his vain hopes. And this is a reſemblance 
_ofthat which daily bapneth unto us: for God advi- 
{ingus that our firſt building is but duſt, our idle 
thoughts and vain hop-s-imagine it to be of gold; 
and, mans life being ſo ſhort, that' ( as Nazian- 
zent (aid) it is nomore then to goout of one grave to 
enter into another, out of the womb of our particular 
mother, into-that of thecommon Motber of us all, 
which is che ezrth: becauſe therefore we ts 
Vs Rs elves 
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| mans mortality, " 
ſclveSwiththe cn joying of a long life, therefcre the 
ſonne of Sj#ach being defirovs to cut off this errour, 
ſaith, /» omnibus oper:bus tuis, Recordare now ima tus, 
O 14 eternum n07 geccabrs:\ hatſoever thou takeft in 
hand, Remember thy end. 
Death (fairh Saint 44guſtee) in his book againſt 
the Pelagiazs, is nothing elſe but a privation of life, 
having a name and no effence : As hunzer is ſaid to 
bethe defe& of food; thirſt, lack of drink; darknefle, 
the abſence of light; even (© death is bur 2 name for 
wanc of life. 

Death then having a name witzout effence, God 
was not the Creator thereof, neither cauſe nor Au- 
theur, for all things that: God made had Eflence; 
which terme of Effence comprchenceth that which 
15, Or that 1s to be born. Moſt trueCir is, that for 
the puniſhmeat of finns, God proncutcerh the ſen- 
tence of death againſt man; bur there is great diffe- 
rence ,between pronouncing fhe {entence of death, 
and to be the cauſe of death They are the words 
of Salom1anot mine, Devs no7tem #07 fects, nec latas 
tur in perditione vivcrum ; God hath not made death, 
neither hath he pleaſure in the deftruRton of the li- 
ving. Creavit enim, ut efient omnia, &c. For be crea- 
ted all things, that they might have their being, and 
the generations of the world are preſerv#d. Bur in a+ 
nother place he ſaith, 12Viaia autem D iabols mars ins 
' Bravit inorbem tergarum; Througheniy of the De- 

vil camedeath into the world, #P:ſdome 224. 
The Devil thea being the auchoar of finne, is alſo 
the-authour of death, by finne, The Devil cou'd in- 
a CItT 


g * The contemplation of 
cite manito ſinue, but hecould not conftrain hftm ta 
yicld conſent. Adam could keep himſelf well cnough 
trom rafting. the Tree of life, but Gods will wasthat 
re ſhould not ſinne, and ſo conſequently would not 
have him todic. Put leaving life, nd raking death, 
and i0!!cwirg then the free liberty of bis will, be 
made himlelt mortall; ſo that his fault and diſobedi- 
ence was the cauſe of death to him,and all menelfe bes 
ſide. From whence therefore the /\ poſtle inferres : 
Propterea ſicut per unum hominem peccatum in bunc mune 
dum tutravit, & per peccatum mors, &c. As by One 
man finne entred intothe world, and death by finne, 
ſo death went over all men, foraſmuch as all men 
| have ſinned, Rom, 5.12, 
Nothirg then more certainthen death,and nothin 
- MOTE ut Ce1tazn thenthe time when,the place where, 
and rhe manner how; Yet one thing, to this purpoſe 
whereof I am now to ſpeak - and I know it nay very 
well ſcema novelty to many, and fabulous to divers 
others, becauſe it 15 a matter very dithcult to be pro- 
ved. nor do I purpoſe to bind my ſelf, ro wuftific or 
maintain the truth thereof; albeit (in my ivdgemernt) 
theirauthority thathave written on the ſame argu- 
meat way grant it for true, or very likely. | 
Pliny, and Marcus Far re, diſcourfing cn thetime 
of a mans life, doaffirm, that the learned Egyptians 
had found cut by experience, that man (according to 
the courſe of nature) could not live above a. hundred 
yeares; but if any one hapned toout-ſtep that limita-' 
ric, it was iudged by particular influence, and pow- 
l cr 
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mans mortality. F. 


er of the ftarres;a thing(in natures work)very range 
and marvellous. A: 
Bur paſſe we to the foundation of this their ſetrled 
perſwaſion, they gathered and conceived by the hearr * 
of a man, which (having made proof of many times 
by order of Anatomy) they thereby attained to the 
know ledge of very wonderfull ſecrets. For, ſay they, 
when a man-child is a full yeare 01d, his heart poizeth 
the weight of two of thetr dram+; fcure, when hee 
is two yeares old, antſo onward (as many yeares 
aS*hee !ives) his heart increaſeth in weight a couple 
of drammes yearely. So that when hes comfnerh 
tothe age of fifty yeares, his heart weigheth then 
an kundred drammes 3 but thence forward ir is not © 
more ponderous , but proportionably diminiſheth 
his weight (ratably every yeare). by.two drammes,' 
even according as tetore it increaled. $9 that at thz 
age of 100 yeares, the heart(by continuall decrea- ' 
fing) becomes to be nothing in poize;z and then 
conſequently, the man of necefliry dies if (by ſome o- 
ther accidentall occaſion) he dies not before : becauſe 
there are ſo mary kinds of ſeverall occaſions, which 
cananddo cuſtomarily halten death, before men ars 
riveat half the time of making this experiment in 
themſelves- | 
We have then nothing more certain or aſſured cehen 
death, and that onely in che will, power, ani know- 
ledge of Gad: ſo that 25 the forgetfulneſſe of death 
is the cauſe ofa mans falling into finne, ſo the me- 
mory thereof turnerh him quite from finne. Recor 4x72 
PE Renner en 0 en6s- ag 
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6. The contemplation of 
do amiſſe.. And the Kingly Plalmiſt ſaith, Cogitar# 
dies antiques ( annos terns in mepte babut, &c. 
Pi 77.556. And Plato affirmes, that the life of a wiſe 
man is meditationindeath. Therefore watch and pray, 
fer je know nob at nhat bogre the Lord will come, It is 
well weighted by Raepertas, that after God had condem- 
ned 1darodeath,be beſtow*'d upon his wife the name 
of life, ater crnftarum gentium , the Mother of all 
the living; ſcarce had God Condemned him to puniſh- 
' mert,bur he by and by ſhewes he had forgot it : and 
therefore did God permit the deathof innocent Abel, 
to theerd that in Abel he might ſee the death of rhe 
body, znd in Cazz the death of the ſoul, for to quicken 

his memory: | 

. From Adam we inherit this forgetfullneſle, not re- 
membring what we ſaw but yeſterday ; and the ge- 
neral] defire of man ſtrives all it can to perpetuate 
our life: which ifit were in ovr hands, we wouid never 
ſcedearh . Burbecauſetke love of life ſhould nor rob 
us of our memory, and that fearing as we are mortall, 
we might covet thoſe things thar areeternall, ſceing 
that walls, towers, marble, and brafle mou}der away 
ro dull, we may ever have inour memory this ruſe, 
Recordare woviſiime, Remember thy cnd. 

Many holy S1ints have tiled the memery the flo- 
wack of the ſoul; as Gregory, Bernard, T heodoret; and 
God commandirg Ezechiel he ſhould notifieunto his 
peoplecertain things he bad revealed unto him ; and 
charging him that he ſhould well remember himſelf 
of them, he ſaid, Comede guecungque ego do tibi, Eat 
whatſcever I givethce, And in another plzce hecom- 

| ET - manded 


manded . him * than hee ſhould car « beoke wherein 


werewritten Lawentations.and ee, &c, being all Me- 
caphors of the Prophets, having things in his remem- 


brance: and this is more clearly delivered by Job, nun- 


quid ſapiens ry eplebit arbpre flomachum ſanum 7 will a 


wiſe man 61! bis Romack .with that bcate chat ſhall 
burae and conſume himZ66 15.which is to ſay, will be 
chargo his memory with garters of paine and tor- 
ments ? 

The proportion then holds thus: as the ſomack. is 
the ſtore-houſe or magazire of our corporall food,and 
keeping therein our preſcnt meat, the body takes from 
thence its ſuſtenance, whereby it maintaines its being 
and-its life : So the memory is the magazine of the 


ſoule,and ſetteth before our —_ the obligation where- 


in wc ſtand; the good which we looſe, and the hurt 
which we gaine. 


Secondly, a5 from the diſorder and diſagreement 


of the ftomack painfull diſeaſes doe ariſe, and divers | 


infirtmities tothe body : {0 fromthe forgetfulneſſe of 
the memory riſe thoſe of the ſoule; for without obli- 
vion (faith Saint B-f&) our ſalvation cannot be loſt, 

nor our ſoules-hea!th endangered. - ., © 
Thirdly, as when the fuell and fire ſhall faile mans 
fomack, which is. the oven which boyles and ſeaſons 
our life, we.may give that of the bedies for loſſe; fo 
when our memory ſhall faileus,we may give our ſoule 
for loſt. Thercforethis advice of the ſoane of Sy7.4c# 
is moſt requiſite, Recordare novifims, Rememberthy 
end. Asthe firſt attribute of man is obliviog, ſorhe 
ſecond is his baſenefle and mi a 
| n 
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$ T he rontemflation of 

In Ezecbrel-the King of Tyre ſaidy- D 1-90 fans, I 
am a God :bur-heewas anfivertd; hee was bur 2man, 
char is baſe, vile, and rfiſerable;/E2e;28.'S9 David, 
ut ſciant ge utes quoniam bomines ſunt, Letthe Nations 
| know that they are men;'that is, baſe and vile. Fſal. g. 
And S. Faul, Nonne bomints bi 2 Arc normen 
1Corg.2VWhen we ſceaman ſorketimes ſwallowed up 
in the: miſeries of the body, ſomet imes ofthe ſoule, 
we ſay inthe concluſion, he is but a man : Now if in- 
fied of the gold'of rthe' Angells there was found ruſt, 
and that ſo- fine cloth as that, was not wichour' it's 
ejorhs,-and that incorrupted wood withoue it's worm, 
what then will become of thoſe that are bur duſt, —_ 
babitant domos lutexs, who dwell in houſes of Clay 

'Ecrleſiafticmdoth adviſe thee to riſe up betimes,and 
not tobe the laſt, but to ger thee home without delay, 
for there thou ſhalt find enough to- doe, Precurre rm 
domiurh tuam, et age cotceptiones tus, Feremiecouncells 
thee to the ſatne, ſending tliee to this houſe of clay and 
mud. | IEC | 

It's worth ebfervation, God did not ſpeake unto- 

Afoſes ti] he had drawnhis ſheep aſtde intothe deſart, 
putting his hand twice into his boſome; the one hee 
tooke out Cleare,and the —_— def 

We havetwo boſomes totakecare of in this life; 
the one of our owne things; the other, of orher mens, 
but the meditation of our owne'miſerie, being the 
more neceffary, wee muſt ever have in our ming this 
"Reordare;Remember thy end. A end 

A mannot knowing himſelfe; cannot know: God * 
Now to know himfelfe, the next way is to go out of 


Tm. 


To mane wmortalitie, - 
higaſelie and teqconkider che. race and track of (hole 
Alexenders and Ceaſers Bic. Vis ſunt privitipes gen... 
team, Where are the. Princes of che Nations ,. : - -, 

Ir is, the: quiere of, Gregory N4z14p3en, why God 
havingcreated che ſoule-fox' Heaven did; knie it with: 
fo firaight a knot, to-2 Bady of earth, {q fraile.and- ſo 
lumpiſh ? bis anſwer is, Thatthe Angells being over-. 
throwne by their pride, he was willing to repaire and. 
to helpe bis preſumption iaman, .acreeture in his fa- 
periqur, partie 28-14 were, Angelicall, but haviag-& 
heavy and miſerable body, which-mighe ferve as a fiay 
unto him, that if the gimbleneſſe of his. underſtanding- 
ſhould puffe him up, yet thatearth which clogged his 
body.fhoyld humble him and keepe:him downe- - {1;; 
; There is80-man (0.deſperate, nbr of that boldnefle 
of ſpirit,but doth ſhew 2 kind of feare whendeath, 
lookes him intlre face, and therefore death is termed, 
pale, becauſe it. makes the moſt valiant to,change'icar: 
lour = yR1- e2:11..? $ 1 £3 by; Ce: 135979 

706 painting- forth ſuch. a kind of foule-lefſe men, 
ſaith, 2«is argeet coram to, Who ſhalibe able tocon-: 
troule this mn, that neicher feares the Law, nor bis 

King, nor his God? 06 2 1. r. The beſt remedie ist0; 
carry him tothe Sepulchers of the dead, et 1m <ongerre 
mortuerum evigelabit; He ſhalbe brought to the graves 
and made to wake; and if the looking upon that-ad: 
ſpeRaclewill not worke him, there ts little bope, of 
good to be done upon him. t 9) ti AOLOG AT 25 fit 

Thoſe that eritered criumphantly ioro Rowe had 2 
thouſand occaſions given tem to incire them to pride, 
arrogancie,and vaniticy as their great numbers of Cap» 
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T6 The contetplationt of 
raids; their Troopes of horſe, their Chariots drawn 
with Elephants or Lyons, and beaurtfull Ladies look- 
ing upon them from their windowes,2nd the like: but 
the Senate conſidering che great danger of rhe Try- 
wnpher, ordered oneto fit by his (ide; ro tell hins of 
his Morralitie > and what now are the+beft of us ill, 
but Terrigens et filtj ſomuram, The off-ſpring of the 
earth, and the children of mnyen >- 

" This word Recordare,doth imply a deep meditation, 
chat it mighe ſticre up firevinus,according ts that of: 
David, In metitatione mes exardeſcet tonrs, A fire 
waxed hot in my heart whilft I was muſing. 'Medita 
tion is like Gun-Powder, which in a mans hand is 
duſt and earth: bur pur fire thereunts, it will over- 
throw Towers, Walls, and Ciries - {& a quick lively 
memory, and inflamed conſiderations of our owne 
wretched cſtates, will blow up the Towers of out 
pride, and -caft downe the Walles of our rebelious 
hearts» and ruine thoſe Cities of clay wherein weo 
direl!l: As the Phoenix farowing the fire wich her 
wings, is renewed againe by her owne aſhes, ſo ſhalt 
thou become a new creature, by remembring what 

Defire not {ife tlien, bur with the remembrance of 
death : there is a NabaFin the r of Sew. 25. thatdes 
kresto liveto ſheare his ſheepe, and to make a feaft 
like a King, though the nexe day hisheart die within 
him, and he become like a ſtone.” - <6: h0h 

There isa foole, Eabe 1:2; that defires long-life, 'to 
Build Barnes, to gather goods;to lay up' ftuirs, torake 
«aſc, to cat, todriak; tg be merry, F? chris & raſtames 
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Sntrev} in paradifent That reeling and” 'belching 
Fw )Ulty may fal{ into "an epicures para- | 
There is a Nebucbadnezzar in B42. the 4.that de- 
fires rs mount vp' his' piles of! worderment, and his 
Tarrets'of Babel, bur-in che mid of jhis- pride, '(nor- 
thinking of his laſteng )is utned intoan Oxe that eat- 
cth hay. | 
- Fhere 13 an 4%ſolon,” that not remembring his 
end, deſired to weare 2 Crown' upon his head, though' 
bee be hanged by the baire of the bead, and hee be 
__ with thre: darts through the liver, 2 Sam. 
x8. 
There 4s an :4cþ46, that defires to live, and not re- 
Furding his own: end, rakes pofſeſſion of Natoths 
ineyard, though in the place where the Dogs licked 
the blood of Nabeth, Dogs ſhall licke the blood of 
Achab, Kings 1.21. 

"There is 'an_Heman,that defires to live, till he may 
be revenged on Mgrdecaie his enemy, although a gal- 
lowes of fifty foot high (an eminene place for execu- 
tron) be the end of a miſchievous courtiers promatt- 
on. All which un!awfutl deſires, although rhey have 
Folaticum gaudium (252 Fathercalls them) yet they 
| ſhall have Tulemtwmplembi, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, 
* a Talent of lead, an intolerable preflure of their ccn- 
ſcience in their death. Zach. 5. 7. 

- Thus'you may ſce; fireand water not nxore conera- 
re, then fleſh 2nd ſpirit : 'Here I would faine knows 
what are the firings ?, what the buckles > what the 
fb aaa 4 
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| "am Mira "0 

Puttheeitiming, That 0? faire # Creature 3k Racked 
ſhould reads LeAitre unto thee, whatthoumitft be” 

* But whetithe time of this difolitionſhallcome to 
palle, that no man knowerh, neither the manner how, 
northe place where : therefore, Recordare noviſſima, 
Rememberthy.cud. ©: © & 

' Finff rio than Enoweth the place, 2d it is no great 
matter, fince Kachel died inthe high- ways as well as 
Zezael in the ſirects, fince Foſias and: Achabboth dy 
£d in the field, fince Saul and- Forathan died both in 
one battle, and tteir Carcaſes wete hudg' upss Tro- 
phies of a bloody viRory in a barbarous Cittc. - 

Will you heatea Philoſophicall comfort > Earth 
you know is the center, and Heaven is the worlds cir- 
cumference. If aman ſhall draw a circle with his-pen, 
with a poynt 19 the midft of the circle, the circle is 
equally diſtant from ail poynts of the circle, unto the 
poynt of the center; there 1s therefore trom all parts 
of thepoyne and center'of the earth, an equall diſtance 
to the Circle and circumference of Heaven : what mat- 
ter therefore though the bodies of the Mantyrs were 
intombed-in the entrailes of wild beafts, though their 
aſhes were ſcattered upon Rhovams, thovgh theircar- 
caſes were made a prey tothe Fowles of the Heaven 2 
What glory was it to 2fertialls flye, though ir were 
buried 1n concrered Chrifta!l, what ſhame to Naveth 
though his blood was licxed up with Dogges > whar 
hure rothe Virgins inthe:Sack of: Rome, whoſe bodies 
wete unburied upon earth, whoſe ſoules'wete received 
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anti ONES. le was neither {ſaith $: 
Auf ghe ehnleaf uy the living» who, had: ao power 
to buric 6 puniſhment of the dead, who 
had no, _ To the Aon pa; the living. 

Secondly, wee know got the He gi of our deaths 
and it is a very trifle. 

Jeb compares manto a Flower, Eſa to © Grafe, and 
David to aTree ;lIs irany great matter whether the 
Flower be cropt, or the Grafſe mowed, or the Axe 
laidto the roote of the Tree 2 
- At thedeathof Chriſt there were three Croſſes:up - 
on thoſe croſſes were three perſons ; The Thiefe blaſ- 
pheming, the Thiefe repenting, rhe Sonneof GOD 
praying, 2#id fimilias if cructgus ? quid difimilius 
Firs pendeutibus 2 What more like (ſaith Saint 4s- 
f:ne) then thoſe croſſes? what more unlike then thoſe 
perſons ? 

Lafily, we do not know the time of our death, and 
it is good for us wedoenot: in-nature (faith Senees) 
pejor eft Letbo, timer zpſe Leths, The feate of death is 
- moreterriblethen death. Ceſar had the death he de- 

- fired : and ſurely that he deſerved, to dye ſuddenly by 
the hands of the _— of Rowe, 

It was the ſong of Zecherias, that we being deliver- 
edout of the kands of our enemies, might ſcrve him 
without feare, all thedayes of our life.. 

Men would ferve God, as they doe their ſervants, 
with reverſions ; /n t/timis diebus mortis ; Inthe lafk 
dzies of their death: but God will be ſerved, In ome 
bus diebuswite, In allthedayes of our life. Nature, 
hath onely a Trumpet of lead, but the Arke of God. 
bath a Trampet of filver, Heare 


mans mortalitre, 13 
Heare cthen'the differerice betweene Nature and 
Grace: Nature ſaith, O cives, cues; quarexds pecnnts 
primum , Virtus poſt nummes; firft Tecke gold.rhen ſerve 
God : firſt betray Chriſt, then buy a field of blood to 
burie ſtrangers; hrſi make mar ybezgers by rifuric 2nd 
opprefhon, aud chen build an tioipurall of a bloody 
Devotion. mY 
' Bnt Grace ſaith, 2verite promum Regnum Der, 
Math. 6, Firſt ſecxe the Kingdome of God, and all 
things ſhall begiven.unto you ; all rhe rubbiſh of the 
worlas treaſure, are but caſtings, 4dje#aea, as chip- 
1093, and ſhavings, compare&to the pearleof Hea- 
ven. Letet Uitimmy dies wt otſerueturomnts dies 5 Be- 
cauſe therefore we know not our laſt day, wee ought 
ro Obſerve every day. Epicures and Ba/aams that have 
lived ill, Puando animein extremns labris, when the 
Soule fits on their Lips to rake her flight, then they 
ſend for their Miniſter, to teach them'to die well. 


"We may then give you a little opiat divinitie to 


bemimine you,we cannot give 2 cordialt ro ſecure you. 
We may tel you that oneFhief wentfromtFegallows 
co glory, but then-we muſt not-conceale, that '2s-. the 
Lord is rich in mercy, ſo-not poorein jrdgement.'Re- 
cordare noviſims; Remember thy end. | 

This word Recordare is the father of two good ef- 


feas; firſt, it moveth man to Repentance, by putting ' 


bim in mind of his frailtie : for being duft and aſhes 
how dares he conteſt with his Creatour > v2 gus con- 
tradrest faftors ſuo, as it is Eſuy 45. 95 | 
Secondly,it inclines God to m-rcy, fememo( gueſs) 
quod fitatilatum feterisme. Conſider (O Lord) = 
0s 1445 G thou 


ar 


WE 


728; . The conjenplation of | 

thou madeſtme of.carth, and didft mould me up.ia a 
malic of bones, ſinewes, and fleſh, and; now Lord, if 
thou: ſhouldit lay thy heavy hand upon. mee, what. 
ftrengeh is mine, that it ſhould be able to endure it ?:- 
Ifchou ſhalt not take pity of this poore picce of earth, 
this crafie vefſell of clay, what will become of thy 
mercyof old,and of allthy wonted kjadneſſe > if that 
ſteele and ſtronger m2tall of the Angells was broken 
by thee, .it 15nogreat matter if carth breake and ſplit. 
1o ſuader. | 

Nothing more properly appertaineth unto. man- 
then du{t, his laſt end; and therefore the Scripture 
rermeth death a mans returning againe uatothe-earth,. 
from whence he came. The Flower, the Leafe, they, 
have ſome good in them (though of ſhort continu- 
ance) as colqur, odour,beautie, vertue, and ſhade 3 bur 
duſt anlearth ſpeaks noother good. Among the ele- 
ments, the earth is tho leaſt noble,and the moſt weake; . 
the fire, the water, and rhe aire have ſpirir and a&i- 
tude, but the earth is as it were a priſoner laden with: 
weightinefle, as with gyves: 

If then mansend be ſuch, but earth, Quid «tiliratem , 
ſag inarndo Corpore? why ſuch a deale of care in pamper- 
ing the body, which the wormes may devoure. tomer -. 
row ? Looke upon that fleſkwhich thy father made ſo 
. much of, that (aow) rotten an ſtinking Carkas'; 
ſurely this conſideration. ſhould moderate thy. defire 
of being over-dainty and ſo curious in cheriſhing thy 
flefh. 7ſaac on the. nigbt of his nuptialls, placed: his: 
wives bed in the chamber where. his deare and loving 
Mother dieg. 7944.45 fpentall the night wich his ſpouſe: 

| & in 


_- many mirtalrty. 7 
in prayer, being mindfull of the. harme which the de- 
vill had done-to her former husbands; as being adviſed 
from Heavengthat ke thonld:temper with the remem> / 
 brance of death, the.delights and pleaſures of chis his 
ſbortand tranſitory life, 

Apaine, it mans endbe but earth, why ſuch a deale- 
of coveting of; hongurs and riches and rifing one a-- 
gainſt another? why ſuch greac and ſtately houſes, and 
ſo richly furniſhed > Our fore-fathers lived eight hun-- 
dred yeares and upwards, and-paſt over their lives in 
poor Cabins 8& Corages.: Eſas ſold his birth-right for - 
a meſle of porage, bur:he excuſed his ſo doing; for 
that he ſaw his death ſo nzarat hand; En, Afertor, quid. 
proderunt miht primogenita, Behold,l am ready todie, 
what will birth-righr profit me? there is a doubt pur, 
why did the Egypt:azs fo freely beſtow their iewells, 
and. theirgold, and their<{ilver oh the Hebriwes-3 .' 

. The Reſolutionis, that ſegiog their firft begotten. 
were all dead, they mad? light reckoning of thoſe 
things which before they ſo mnc1 eſteemed. A bulerſis 
moves another doubt,why the Gyants of the promiſed 
Land Cid not devonre the 7/raelrtes , being but a3 
Graflehoppers. in compariſon of their , greatneſle 2 . 
Vato this, there is a two-fold anſwer ; the firſt, that.” 
they cate In as Rifangers, from whom they preſuned 
they could receiveno hurt : the ſecond, that God ſet a 
conſuming plague amongſt them, Terr devorat babi- 
tatores ſues, Theearth devoureth her lnbabitants ; and 
there is no manof what ſtrength or metall ſever, 
that can ſhun deaths dart, or fence his blow. 

Not to ſhake this Tree for any more fruit, I = 

ut 


of x 


As The contemplation of 66 
- ©  burthetefore firike thisfline| fora ſpacke and away ; P 
Death 4s neare:e- -handias forthe cies T need nor / 
re} you of them, #61 "wofull 
experience L | 
nor, forthe ſumme of our lives (fai 4) pk 
cludes all'in td words. Noſe: Aer amy boo 
and to-dye.: Gregory Nefes treating (of place 'of 
Salomon, Q nar tevipes hatemt, There is.a time'for all 
things;norcs,that this wiſe manioynes our Naſcswith 
aMoys, 25 beiDgneate ne zabours : and _ many 
times;thetimeof death- ts the time of birth, |. 
- Confider what: hath beer ſaid;and rheLord of Heaven 
giveyon underſtanding in all —_— 
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